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AGENDA

• Annual Meeting 10:00 
– Introduction
– Report to members
– Election of directors
– Appointment of auditor

• Lunch 11:30
• Information Seminar

– Property Rights in Freehold Minerals
What it Means & What’s About to Change – K. Wilson, B.A., LL.B 12:30

– Specific Threats & Issues – D. Speirs, M.Sc., P. Geol 1:00
• Coffee Break 1:30

– Positions of Alberta’s Political Parties on Property Rights and Freehold
Minerals (order to be chosen by draw)
George VanderBurg, P.C., MLA Whitecourt-St. Anne 1:45
Hugh MacDonald, Lib, MLA Edmonton Goldbar 2:05 
Brian Mason, ND Leader 2:25  
Danielle Smith, Wildrose Leader 2:45
Rebuttals (5 minutes each maximum) 3:05    

• Open Question & Answer 3:25          



WHO WE ARE

• A federally incorporated not for profit association 
organized in 1999

• Approximately 4,400 freehold owners have joined 
– represent > 25,000 freeholders

• Each member has one vote in electing the 
directors and president



WHAT WE DO

• Provide education & information to freeholders

• Research issues of concern to freeholders

• Promote greater fairness for freehold owners by
– Acting as a common voice for freeholders
– Bringing legitimate concerns to the attention of industry, 

regulators and government
– Advocating reasonable resolutions to freeholder 

concerns



HOW WE DO IT

• Education & information
– Mineral rights information seminars

• 30 to date
• Last year

– Red Deer 
– Camrose
– Calgary

– Newsletters
• 23 to date
• Last year - 3

– Shut-in Wells
– CBM ownership
– ERCB Capable of Production Ruling
– ‘What’s the Going Rate’ Initiative
– Community Spirit Program



HOW WE DO IT

• Education & information
– Help line

• 403 245-4438
• Fhoa@shaw.ca

• Last year - 13 calls or e-mails per day

– Technical information requests
• >700 to date

• Last year – 80

– Web Site
• www.fhoa.ca
• > 60,000 hits per month





CBM OWNERSHIP 
DISPUTE



NEVIS – FIRST SIX MONTHS DAILY AVERAGE PRODUCTION (Mcf/d)

All mines & 
minerals 

except coal & 
petroleum

All mines & 
minerals 

except coal

All mines & 
minerals

Crown

21









2009 IN REVIEW

• CBM Ownership Dispute 
– 2004 

• FHOA intervenes before the Supreme Court in 
Anderson v. Amoco

– Court confirms that substances which are gaseous in 
the ground prior to human disturbance belong to the 
owner of natural gas beneath split title lands

– 2006 
• FHOA intervenes in ERCB CBM entitlement hearing

– 2007
• ERCB rules that

– Natural gas owner or lessee is entitled to CBM
– CBM is gaseous in the ground prior to human 

disturbance





2009 IN REVIEW

• ERCB Decision 2009-037 
– To continue a CAPL 91 lease with a shut-in well 

the well must be
• able to be turned on without any further operations
• Capable of some material as in meaningful volume of 

production

- ERCB decision being appealed by OMERS



2009 IN REVIEW

• ERCB Cost Decision 2009-08 
– freehold owner whose lease was in issue & who 

was represented by FHOA is not a local 
intervener eligible for costs because

• the ERCB’s decision impacted her rights in contract 
not her rights in land

- leave to appeal ERCB cost decision sought 
by FHOA







2009 IN REVIEW

• A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS


